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NO CHARGE, NO EXONERATION 


OBSTRUCTION 


Aides ignored 
demands they 
deemed to be 

problematic 


By Jess Bidgood 
and Liz Goodwin 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump was never able to con- 
trol the investigation into his 
campaign’s ties to Russia, but it 
was not for lack of trying. 

He directed the White 
House counsel to have Robert 
Mueller, the special counsel in 
charge of the investigation, 
fired. He urged a devoted politi- 
cal aide to convince then-attor- 
ney general Jeff Sessions to lim- 
it the scope of the inquiry. He 
pressured Sessions to reverse 
his decision to recuse himself 
from the investigation several 
times. 

Luckily for Trump, his aides 
were often too uncomfortable 
to carry out his most brazen di- 
rectives to temper an investiga- 
tion he viewed as a mortal 
threat to his presidency, accord- 
ing to the 448-page Mueller re- 
port released Thursday. 

“The President’s efforts to 
influence the investigation 
were mostly unsuccessful, but 
that is largely because the per- 
sons who surrounded the Presi- 
dent declined to carry out or- 
ders or accede to his requests,” 
Mueller wrote. 

But Mueller’s report leaves 
the door wide open for Demo- 
crats to dig deeper into the 
president’s actions. Even 
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THE AG 


In Barr, 
Trump finds 
a staunch 


defender 


By Matt Zapotosky 
and Josh Dawsey 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Flanked 
by two deputies, Attorney Gen- 
eral William Barr stepped to a 
microphone on the Justice De- 
partment’s seventh floor 
Thursday and spoke in the lan- 
guage of the president who ap- 
pointed him to the job. 

Previewing the imminent 
release of Special Counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller’s report, the top US 
law enforcement official de- 
clared five times that investiga- 
tors had found no “collusion” 
between the Trump campaign 
and Russia. Once, he even 
seemed to chide reporters for 
their “relentless speculation” 
about President Trump’s possi- 
ble personal wrongdoing. 

“As he said from the begin- 
ning,” Barr declared, “there 
was in fact no collusion.” 

The news conference was a 
boon for the president, rein- 
forcing — before the public 
had read Mueller’s actual re- 
port — the letter Barr sent to 
Congress last month announc- 
ing that Mueller had not found 
a conspiracy between Russia 
and the Trump campaign, and 
had declined to reach a conclu- 
sion on whether Trump had 
obstructed justice. The presi- 
dent reacted with glee on Twit- 
ter and privately told advisers 
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OBSTRUCTION 


“if we had confidence... 

that the president clearly 

did not commit obstruction 

of justice, we would so state 

... we are unable to reach 

that judgment... this report 
does: not conclude that the 
president committed a crime, it 
also does not exonerate him.” 


COLLUSION 


“While the investigation 


identified numerous links 
between... the Russian 
government and...the 
Trump campaign, the 
evidence was not sufficient 
to support criminal charges.” 


TRUMP’S REACTION TO MUELLER’S APPOINTMENT 


“Oh my God. This is terrible. 
This is the end of my 
presidency.” 


FIGHTING THE PROBE 


“The president engaged in a 
series of targeted efforts to 
control the investigation.” 


Mueller sees 
questionable 
actions on 
Russia, probe 


By Mark Mazzetti 
NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON — Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller re- 
vealed a frantic, months-long 
effort by President Trump to 
thwart the investigation into 
Russia’s 2016 election interfer- 
ence, cataloging in a report re- 
leased Thursday the attempts 
by Trump to escape an inquiry 
that imperiled his presidency 
from the start. 

Mueller found 11 “episodes” 
of potential obstruction of jus- 
tice, but his team of prosecutors 
wrestled with whether the ac- 
tions added up to an indictable 
offense of obstruction of justice 
for a sitting president. They ul- 
timately decided not to charge 
Trump, citing numerous legal 
and factual constraints, but 
pointedly declined to exonerate 
him. 

“If we had confidence after a 
thorough investigation of the 
facts that the president clearly 
did not commit obstruction of 
justice, we would so state,” Mu- 
eller’s investigators wrote. 
“Based on the facts and the ap- 
plicable legal standards, howev- 
er, we are unable to reach that 
judgment.” 

Mueller inherited a sweep- 
ing inquiry 23 months ago into 
whether Trump or any of his 
aides had coordinated with the 
Russian government’s cam- 
paign to sabotage the presiden- 
tial election. The report found 
numerous contacts between 
Trump campaign advisers and 
Russians in the months before 
and after the election — meet- 
ings in pursuit of business 
deals, policy initiatives, and po- 
litical dirt about Hillary Clinton 
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Unflattering portrait 
Beyond legal issues, the report 
shows just how much Trump 
has violated norms. Analysis, A6. 


Claiming victory 

The president took to Twitter 
12 times as he tried to frame a 
defining moment. A7. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


From 448 
pages, the 
bottom line 


By Martin Finucane 
GLOBE STAFF 

The long-awaited redacted 
report by Special Counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller is two volumes and 
448 pages long, including at- 
tachments. 

Here are some of the high- 
lights, compiled from Globe 
wire services: 

> “Our investigation found 
multiple acts by [President 
Trump] that were capable of ex- 
erting undue influence over law 
enforcement investigations, in- 
cluding the Russia-interference 
and obstruction investiga- 
tions,” the report said. “The 
president engaged in a series of 
targeted efforts to control the 
investigation.” Trump’s actions 
included “discouragement of 
cooperation with the govern- 
ment and suggestions of possi- 
ble future pardons.” 
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How sweat it is 


Friday: Much warmer, showers. striking Stop & Shop workers, 
High 69-74. Low 58-63. 


Saturday: Rain, heavy late. was “morally wrong.” B1. 
High 68-73. Low 55-60. 


Sunrise: 5:58 Sunset: 7:30 
Comics and Weather, G8-9. tution has plummeted over the A drone flying over Fenway 


last two decades, according to Park may have been nothing 
a new Gallup poll. A2. but a prank, but it exposed 
serious weaknesses in local 
North Korea announced it no defenses, writes Tech Lab col- 
longer wants to deal with Sec- = umnist Hiawatha Bray. B8. 
retary of State Mike Pompeo, 
saying he isn’t “mature.” A3. 


Former vice president Joe 
Biden headlined a rally for 


telling them their treatment 
Dustin Pedroia did not sustain 


a serious knee injury, despite 
fears after he left the Red Sox 


The percentage of US adults 
who belong to a religious insti- 


game against the Yankees. C4. 


An electrical short-circuit is the 
likely cause of the Notre Dame 
fire, investigators said. A4. 


Dozens of Muslims gathered at 
the State House to bring their 
concerns to lawmakers. B1. 


